The Causes of the World War
lead to the intervention of France and England. Such an
extension of this Austro-Serbian quarrel depends upon
your policy, and it is in your power, by taking no action
yourself, to spare Europe these terrible consequences.
Otherwise, it is you who will be the villain of the piece.
The German idea of putting the responsibility for
possible future complications upon Russia, which we
have already seen sketched by the pen of William II,
was henceforth to dominate the situation. Down to the
very last day of July it was to be the essential argument
in Bethmann-Hollweg's policy. But the necessity of
Russian intervention in favour of Serbia was inevitable,
as Hermann Lutz has recognized: "Nobody/' he says,
"could in fact deny Russia's right to take action for the
protection of Serbian sovereignty and integrity, both
obviously threatened by Austria-Hungary." Lutz, like
another German historian, Erich Brandenburg, recog-
nizes that Russia's "prestige" was at stake and compelled
her to intervene, and that "her inactivity, in such a case,
would have destroyed the confidence of the Balkan Slavs
in the support of the Czar: a confidence already shaken
by the events of the past few years."(2i) This judgment
<of two German historians is in accord with the opinion
which had previously (at the time of the recent Balkan
wars) been formulated by Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg
himself. On February 10,1913, in the course of an earlier
crisis, he did not disguise from Berchtold the chimerical
character of the idea of localization: even at so early a
date he regarded it as "practically impossible" for Russia
"to look on passively, without an enormous loss of pres-
tige," at any military initiative against Serbia on the part
of Austria.(22) He expressed the same opinion again
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